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respiratory distress syndrome is caused by pulmonary surfactant deficiency in the lungs of neonates most commonly in 
those born at 37 wk gestation risk increases surfactant definition surfactant is a complex naturally occurring substance 
made of six lipids fats and four proteins that is produced in the lungs it can also be Surfactant Replacement Therapy: 
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in Neonatal and Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome: 

I am very happy and honoured to have so many famous contrib shy utors from around the world presenting their 
knowledge and experience in this book including Dr Rufer who as early as 1967 attempted to improve the pressure 
volume curve of a child dying from RDS using dried surfactant from dogs Drs Enhorn shy ing and Robertson who 
were the first to treat rabbit fetuses with surfactant replacement and impressively demonstrated that sur shy factant 
improved lung mech 
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ventilation with lower tidal volumes as compared with
modern neonatal paediatrics started in the 1970s with the introduction of assisted ventilation before that time 
respiratory distress syndrome also known as hyaline  mar 06 2015nbsp;background neonatal resuscitation skills are 
essential for all health care providers who are involved in the delivery of newborns the transition from  review 
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