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0 of O review helpful Slow start fine finish By D E Wray N B Thisreview isfor lay readers and is not to be read as an
evaluation of the book qua a contribution to the professional medical anthropology reader Taylor s book reads much
like a doctoral dissertation and so much of the introduction summarizesin a plan of the book what isto follow In
several placesin the book lay readers may find more than e In The Public Life of the Fetal Sonogram medical
anthropologist Janelle S Taylor analyzes the full sociocultural context of ultrasound technology and imagery Drawing
upon ethnographic research both within and beyond the medical setting Taylor shows how ultrasound has entered into
public consumer culture in the United States The book documents and critically analyzes societal uses for ultrasound
such as nondiagnostic keepsake ultrasound businesses that foster A riveting study of the ambiguities that plague the
world of fetal sonogramsin both clinical and popular spheres Taylor s sleuthing is punctuated by a marvel ous though
understated sense of humor that is certain to captivate any reader The work is smart p
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