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life are critically important for a childs brain development the mission of the march of dimes is to improve the health 
of babies by preventing birth defects premature birth and infant mortality become inspired by stories Helping Low 
Birth Weight, Premature Babies: The Infant Health and Development Program: 

Each year in the United States 250 000 infants are born too soon weighing too little For these low birth weight 
premature infants the future is uncertain since they are at risk for a variety of serious medical and developmental 
problems including behavioral and learning disorders that may have damaging effects for the rest of their lives The 
extent to which a comprehensive early intervention program could improve or prevent these adverse outcomes was 
examined in The Infant Health and Development study showed that participation in intensive intervention services 
during the first three years of life can have significant and positive effects on the cognitive development and behavior 
of low birth weight premature childr 
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