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America (The Anthropology of Everyday Life): 

12 of 12 review helpful Ethnographic method ethno graphic reality By Sameena Mulla How does one as an 
anthropologist write about amniocentesis Rapp s work redefines the scope of anthropological inquiry helping us look 
at U S culture as an acceptable site of investigation Focusing on both the medical establishment and the clients it 
serves the book leads us into alternate worlds of creating inventing medical Rich with the voices and stories of 
participants these touching firsthand accounts examine how women of diverse racial ethnic class and religious 
backgrounds perceive prenatal testing the most prevalent and routinized of the new reproducing technologies Based on 
the author s decade of research and her own personal experiences with amniocentesis Testing Women Testing the 
Fetus explores the geneticization of family life in all its complexity and diversit From Publishers Weekly At 36 Rapp 
an anthropologist at the New School for Social Research had amnio for her first wanted pregnancy When the results 
showed Down s syndrome she chose abortion with much grief Her experience led to 15 years of research on h 
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