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2 of 3 review helpful A Very Important Contribution By Greg This is an excellent fascinating work in the sociology of 
medicine Timmermans has studied the unforeseen consequences of the massive expansion of mandatory genetic 
screening for newborns While well intentioned the policy was not driven by medical imperative but by parent 
advocates and the politicians representing them In many cases the consequences of screeni It has been close to six 
decades since Watson and Crick discovered the structure of DNA and more than ten years since the human genome 
was decoded Today through the collection and analysis of a small blood sample every baby born in the United States 
is screened for more than fifty genetic disorders Though the early detection of these abnormalities can potentially save 
lives the test also has a high percentage of false positives mdash inaccurate results that Smart humane and beautifully 
written Saving Babies is respectful but critical of clinicians parents and policymakers as it vividly connects the reader 
to the human tragedies on the page nbsp Without being maudlin Stefan Timmermans and Mara 
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